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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because the following reference characters are not labeled 
in an appropriate descriptive manner: Note reference characters "122", "124", and "142" in 
Figure 1. 

2. Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction of the above noted 
deficiencies in reply to this Office action. However, fonrnl correction of the noted defect may 
be deferred until after the examiner has considered the proposed drawing correction. Failure to 
timely submit the proposed drawing correction will result in the abandonment of the application. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1, 10-1 1 and 17-20 objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In claims 7 and 20, the use of "performing a file manipulation subroutines" on 
line 3 of the claims is grammatically incorrect. It is suggested that the phrase be changed 
to ~ performing file manipulation subroutines ~. 

b. In claims 10-11, the use of "whether the message includes data includes multiple 
resulting messages" on line 4 of the claims is confusing. The meaning of this limitation 
is unclear. 
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c. In claims 17-19, the use of "in response said receiving" on line 6 of claims 17 and 
18 and line 7 of claim 19 is grammatically incorrect. It is suggested that the phrase be 
changed to ~ in response to said receiving ~. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
Slates before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-8, 11,13, 17-26 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Moon et al. U.S. Patent 6,088,696. 
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Referring to claims 1 and 22, Moon et al. teach a method and computer program product 
comprising code for receiving communication files (receiving electronic mail), code for selecting 
a user-selected folder as the current folder, and code for associating at least a subset of the 
communications files with the current folder, including allocating the communications files with 
a file folder definition of the current folder, thereby providing a common folder structure which 
includes communications files in individual file folders containing related user files, as recited in 
column 4, Hnes 14-30 and further shown in Figure 10. 

Referring to claim 2, Moon et al. teach accepting user input for file manipulation 
commands (such as the cut, copy, paste features), performing file manipulation subroutines 
corresponding to the user inputs (performing the features selected by the user to move data files 
to different directories within the messaging application) (column 2, lines 28-32 and column 5, 
lines 27-36), and associating file attachments with the user selected folders, and locating the file 
attachments in the respective folder by allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder 
of the files to which the file attachments are associated (column 4, lines 57-66). 

Referring to claim 3, Moon et al. teach the file attachments including attachment notes, 
file identification modifiers, and external file links, as recited in column 4, lines 57-61. 

Referring to claim 4, Moon et al. teach placing the communications files with the current 
folder, thereby providing the common folder structure (placing the messages in the folder), as 
recited in column 1, lines 61-67 and column 2, lines 28-32. 

Referring to claim 5, Moon et al. teach for each of a plurahty of communication files, 
providing a control record in a directory location for indexing communications (index or tree 
view of directories shown in the top left portion of Figure 4), and for each of the plurality of 
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communication files, providing a communications record in the current folder for the 
communications file (contents of the directories shown in the top right portion of Figure 4), as 
recited in column 5, lines 14-21. 

Referring to claim 6, Moon et al. teach providing a display of a folder tree, providing a 
display of contents of a current folder, and associating the subset of files with the current folder 
by allocating folder space in a file folder of the files to which the files are associated, as recited 
in column 5, Unes 14-21 and further shown in Figures 4 and 10. 

Referring to claim 7, Moon et al. teach accepting user inputs for file manipulation 
commands, performing file manipulation subroutines corresponding to the user inputs 
(performing the features selected by the user to move data files to different directories within the 
messaging application) (column 2, lines 28-32 and column 5, lines 27-36) and associating file 
attachments with selected ones of the files, and locating the file attachments in the respective 
folder by allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file 
attachments are associated (column 4, Hnes 57-66). 

Referring to claim 8, Moon et al. teach transferring email communications to and fi-om a 
host (sending and receiving mail to and fi*om an external network) (column 4, lines 25-28) and 
manipulating data included in the email communications in accordance with the association of 
the subset of files with the folders and allocation of file attachments folder space (storing the 
received mail messages in designated folders according to its type or format) (column 4, lines 
28-32), the transferring including determining whether the message is a record in a standardized 
file format, if the message is a record in the standardized format (determining if the mail is of an 
identifiable file type), presenting the record in an ordered manner, and determining whether the 



• 
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message is a record in a predetermined format including association of file attachments, and 
permitting the user to assign the file attachments to a respective folder by allocating the file 
attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file attachments are associated 
(if the file is of an identifiable type, determine its type and the storing it in the corresponding 
directory), as recited in column 1, hnes 49-67 and column 4, lines 14-32. This is further shown 
in Figure 10. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Moon et al teach receiving a message, if the message is a record in 
the standardized format, determining whether the messages includes data including multiple 
resulting messages (i.e., whether it contains attachments), determining whether a first resulting 
message is text, if the first resulting message is text, adding the contents of the first resulting 
message as a sticker to all the other resulting messages, and deleting the first resulting message 
from the inbox (if the first resulting message, or attachment is a text file such a word processing 
data file for example, the system moves the message from the inbox to an appropriate directory 
folder) (column 4, lines 54-68). 

Referring to claim 13, Moon et al. teach executing a find routine to locate a first file in a 
folder (for example, the "City Display" file in the "Personal Folder" shown in Figure 8), making 
a temporary list of extended file information records, determining if extended file information for 
the files is available, if the extended file information is available, displaying file information 
concerning the file (as can be seen from Figure 10, the system determines if there are extended 
information such as "Size", "Date", etc. associated with the located file, in this case, the "City 
Display" file, and if the information exists, it is shown on the display, as evidenced by reference 
characters "62" and "64), determining if a sticker note associated with the file is found and if the 



• 
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sticker note is found, displaying the existence of the sticker note (reference character "152" in 
Figure 12), determining if a tag information associated with the file is found and if the tag 
information is found, displaying the existence of the tag information (reference character "144" 
in Figure 12) and repeating the sequence until no further files are found in the folder (As shown 
in Figures 1 1 and 12, the method provides a notification icon in the history list indicating that a 
particular voice phone call has been recorded; therefore, the icon serves as a tag to notify the user 
that a call has been recorded and can be replayed; furthermore, the user is able to associate a text 
note, or sticker note with the history list, or file of phone calls) (column 2, lines 46-58). 

Referring to claim 17, Moon et al. teach tagging a file in response to a predetermined 
mouse click (for example, in response to the user clicking the "Cut" button, the associated file 
can be tagged and cut), providing a representation of the file in a mouse "drag" representation to 
follow the mouse until receiving another instance of the predetermined mouse click, and 
providing a "release mouse click" function in response to receiving another instance of the 
predetermined mouse click (for example, upon clicking the "Paste button", the associated file 
that was previously cut can be pasted to another directory), thereby permitting folder allocation 
without a requirement that the user hold a mouse button during a mouse "drag" operation (using 
the cut and paste button functions allows the files to be moved between folders without holding a 
mouse button), as recited in column 5, lines 52-67 and column 6, lines 9-23. 

Referring to claim 18, Moon et al. teach tagging a file in response to a predetermined 
mouse click, providing a representation of the file in a mouse "drag" representation to follow the 
mouse until receiving another instance of the predetermined mouse click, providing a "release 
mouse click" function in response to receiving another instance of the predetermined mouse 
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click, thereby permitting folder allocation without a requirement that the user hold a mouse 
button during a mouse "drag" operation (column 5, lines 52-67 and column 6, lines 9-23), 
accepting user inputs for file manipulation commands, and performing a file manipulation 
subroutines corresponding to the user inputs (performing the features selected by the user to 
move data files to different directories within the messaging application) (column 2, lines 28-32 
and column 5, lines 27-36). 

Referring to claim 19, Moon et al. teach accepting user inputs for file manipulation by 
tagging a file in response to a predetermined mouse click, providing a representation of the file 
in a mouse "drag" representation to follow the mouse until receiving another instance of the 
predetermined mouse click, providing a "release mouse click" function in response to receiving 
another instance of the predetermined mouse click, thereby permitting folder allocation without a 
requirement that the user hold a mouse button during a mouse "drag" operation (column 5, lines 
52-67 and column 6, lines 9-23), performing a file manipulation subroutines corresponding to the 
user inputs, selectively associating file attachments with selected ones of the files (for example, 
email messages with attachments), and locating the file attachments in the respective folder by 
allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file 
attachments are associated (storing files in the associated directory folder), and the association of 
the subset of the communications files with the current folder including allocating the 
communications files with a file folder definition of the current folder, thereby providing a 
common folder structure which includes communications files in individual file folders 
containing related user files (the incoming mail is sent through the mail filter, which recognizes 
the various types of incoming mail and places the mail and files in the corresponding directory 
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utilized by that application), as recited in column 4, lines 14-32 and 48-67 and further shown in 
Figure 10. 

Referring to claim 20, Moon et al. teach accepting user inputs for file manipulation 
commands, perfonning file manipulation subroutines corresponding to the user inputs (column 2, 
lines 28-32 and column 5, lines 27-36), and associating file attachments with the user selected 
folders, and locating the file attachments in the respective folder by allocating the file 
attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file attachments are associated 
(column 4, lines 57-66). 

Referring to claim 21, Moon et al. teach transferring email communications to and from a 
host (sending and receiving mail to and fi-om an external network) (column 4, lines 25-28) and 
manipulating data included in the email communications in accordance with the association of 
the subset of files with the folders and the allocation of file attachments folder space (storing the 
received mail messages in designated folders according to its type or format) (column 4, hnes 
28-32), the transfer including determining whether the message if a record in a standardized file 
format (determining if the mail is of an identifiable file type), if the message is a record in the 
standardized format, presenting the record in an ordered manner, and determining whether the 
message is a record in a predetermined format including association of file attachments, and 
permitting the user to assign the file attachments to a respective folder by allocating the file 
attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file attachments are associated 
(if the file is of an identifiable type, determine its type and the storing it in the corresponding 
directory), as recited in column 1, lines 49-67 and column 4, lines 14-32. This is further shown 
in Figure 10. 



Application/Control Number: 09/908,983 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2173 

Referring to claim 23, Moon et al. teach code for accepting user input for file 
manipulation commands (such as the cut, copy, paste features), performing file manipulation 
subroutines corresponding to the user inputs (performing the features selected by the user to 
move data files to different directories within the messaging application) (column 2, Hnes 28-32 
and column 5, lines 27-36), wherein file attachments are associated with the user selected 
folders, and the file attachments are located in the respective folder by allocating the file 
attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file attachments are associated 
(column 4, lines 57-66), wherein the file attachments include attachment notes, file identification 
modifiers, and external file links (column 4, lines 57-61). 

Referring to claim 24, Moon et al. teach code for providing a control record in a directory 
location for indexing a plurality of communications files, by locating the control record in the 
current folder for the communications file, as shown by the index or tree view of directories 
shown in the top left portion of Figure 4 and the contents of the directories shown in the top right 
portion of Figure 4. This is further recited in column 5, hnes 14-21 . 

Referring to claim 25, Moon et al. teach the communications files including email 
communications (column 4, lines 57-60), and code for transferring the email communications to 
and fi-om a host (sending and receiving mail to and fi-om an external network) (column 4, lines 
25-28) and manipulating data included in the email communications in accordance with the 
association of the subset of files with the folders and the allocation of file attachments folder 
space (storing the received mail messages in designated folders according to its type or format) 
(column 4, lines 28-32), the transfer including determining whether the message is a record in a 
standardized file format (determining if the mail is of an identifiable file type) and if the message 



• 
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is a record in the standardized format, presenting the record in a ordered manner, and 
determining whether the message is a record in a predetermined format including association of 
file attachments, and permitting the user to assign the file attachments to a respective folder by 
allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file 
attachments are associated (if the file is of an identifiable type, determine its type and the storing 
it in the corresponding directory), as recited in column 1, lines 49-67 and column 4, lines 14-32. 
This is further shown in Figure 10. 

Referring to claim 26, Moon et al. teach receiving a message, if the message is a record in 
the standardized format, determining whether the messages includes data including multiple 
resulting messages (i.e., whether it contains attachments), determining whether a first resulting 
message is text, if the first resulting message is text, adding the contents of the first resulting 
message as a sticker to all the other resulting messages, and deleting the first resulting message 
fi-om the inbox (if the first resulting message, or attachment is a text file such a word processing 
data file for example, the system moves the message from the inbox to an appropriate directory 
folder) (column 4, lines 54-68). 

Referring to claim 28, Moon et al. teach code for tagging a file in response to a 
predetermined mouse click (for example, in response to the user clicking the "Cut" button, the 
associated file can be tagged and cut), providing a representation of the file in a mouse "drag" 
representation to follow the mouse until receiving another instance of the predetermined muse 
click, and providing a "release mouse click" function in response to receiving another instance of 
the predetermined mouse click (for example, upon clicking the "Paste button", the associated file 
that was previously cut can be pasted to another directory), thereby permitting folder allocation 
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without a requirement that the user hold a mouse button during a mouse "drag" operation (the 
use of the cut and paste buttons allows the files to be moved between folders without holding a 
mouse button), as recited in column 5, lines 52-67 and column 6, lines 9-23. 

Referring to claim 29, Moon et al. teach code for performing a file manipulation 
subroutines corresponding to the user inputs, selectively associating file attachments with 
selected ones of the files (for example, email messages with attachments), and locating the file 
attachments in the respective folder by allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder 
of the files to which the file attachments are associated (storing files in the associated directory 
folder), and the association of the subset of the communications files with the current folder 
including allocating the communications files with a file folder definition of the current folder, 
thereby providing a common folder structure which includes communications files in individual 
file folders containing related user files (the incoming mail is sent through the mail filter, which 
recognizes the various types of incoming mail and places the mail and files in the corresponding 
directory utilized by that application), as recited in column 4, lines 14-32 and 48-67 and further 
shown in Figure 10. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 9-10 and 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moon et 
al. U.S. Patent 6,088,696., as applied to the claims above. 

Referring to claim 9, Moon et al. teach receiving a message, if the message is a record in 
a standardized format, determining whether the message is a multipart message (i.e., whether it 
contains attachments) and if it is a multipart message, determining what type of message it is and 
routing the messages to and displaying it in the appropriate directory folders according to its 
determined type, as recited in column 4, lines 14-32 and 54-67. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the steps used by Moon et al. to determine what 
type of message it is and routing the messages to and displaying it in the appropriate directory 
folders according to its determined type could include the steps recited in claim 9. One would 
have been motivated to make such a combination in order to have an ordered way of determining 
message types and presenting it to the user. 

Referring to claim 10, Moon et al. teach receiving a message, if the message is a record in 
the standardized format, determining whether the messages includes data including multiple 
resulting messages (i.e., whether it contains attachments), determining whether a first resulting 
message is text, if the first resuhing message is text, adding the contents of the first resulting 
message as a sticker to all the other resulting messages, and deleting the first resulting message 
fi*om the inbox (if the first resuhing message, or attachment is a text file such a word processing 
data file for example, the system moves the message fi*om the inbox to an appropriate directory 
folder) (column 4, lines 54-68). 
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Referring to claim 14, Moon et al. teach displaying tag information associated with a file, 
as applied to claim 13 above. Although Moon et al. does not expHcitly teach presenting the tag 
information as a color code, teachings of color coding information on a display is well know in 
the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to display the 
tag information taught by Moon et al. in a color-coded format. One would have been motivated 
to make such a combination in order to allow users to be able to easily distinguish information 
on a display. 

6. Claim 12 is are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moon et al. 
U.S. Patent 6,088,696, as appHed to the claims above, and further in view of Beletic et al. U.S. 
Patent 5706211. 

Referring to claim 12, Moon et al. teach all of the limitations as applied to the claims 
above. Specifically, Moon et al. teach receiving a message, if the message is a record in the 
standardized format, determining whether the message includes parts which are not part of a 
multipart message (column 4, lines 54-68). However, Moon et al. fail to teach determining a 
form of encoding for the message parts, and decoding the message parts according to the form of 
encoding. Beletic et al. teach a message communications system similar to that of Moon et al. 
In addition , Beletic et al. further teach encoding and decoding messages, as recited in column 6, 
lines 44-45. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill, having the teachings of Moon 
et al. and Beletic et al. before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the mailing 
system that doubles as a filing system of Moon et al. to include the encoding and decoding of 
messages, as taught by Beletic et al. It would have been advantageous for one to utilize such a 
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combination in order to provide security in sending and receiving messages, ensuring that only 
the intended recipient is able to view the message. 

7. Claims 15-16 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moon et al. U.S. Patent 6,088,696, as applied to the claims above, and further in view of 
Venkatraman et al. U.S. Patent 6,014,688. 

Referring to claims 15 and 27, Moon et al. teach all of the limitations as applied to the 
claims above. Specifically, Moon et al. teach transferring email communications to and from a 
host (sending and receiving mail to and from an external network) (column 4, lines 25-28) and 
manipulating data included in the email communications in accordance with the association of 
the subset of files with the folders and the allocation of file attachments folder space (storing the 
received mail messages in designated folders according to its type or format) (column 4, lines 
28-32) and if the transfer is a receive operation, permitting the user to assign the file attachments 
to a respective folder by allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to 
which the file attachments are associated (if incoming mail if received, the messages can be 
placed, or allocated to specific folder directories) (column 4, hnes 28-32). However, Moon et al. 
fail to teach determining if the recipient is tagged for encryption and if the recipient is tagged for 
encryption, sending the file in encrypted form Venkatraman et al. teach a method for 
transferring email messaged to and from a host similar to that of Moon et al. In addition, 
Venkatraman et al. further teach determining if the message is encrypted in sending an email and 
sending the mail in the encrypted form if it is (column 4, lines 61-67 and column 5, lines 1-2). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Moon et al. 
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and Venkatraman et al. before him at the time the invention was made to modify the mailing 
system that doubles as a filing system of Moon et al. to include the encryption of outgoing 
messages, as taught by Venkatraman et al. It would have been advantageous for one to utilize 
such a combination in order to provide more security for personal and confidential material that 
may be sent via electronic messages. 

Referring to claim 16, Moon et al. teach accepting user inputs for file manipulation 
commands, performing file manipulation subroutines corresponding to the user inputs 
(performing the features selected by the user to move data files to different directories within the 
messaging application) (column 2, lines 28-32 and column 5, lines 27-36) and associating file 
attachments with selected ones of the files, and locating the file attachments in the respective 
folder by allocating the file attachments folder space in a file folder of the files to which the file 
attachments are associated (column 4, Hnes 57-66). 

8. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 1 11 (c) to consider 
these references fiilly when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
rule-based methods for receiving and filing messages. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (703)305-0328. The 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-3 11 6. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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